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1, With Less than one month to fo to the congressional elections in Coloubis 
the two rain polities] varties, the Tonservatives and Liberals, were intensi- 
fying their activities, with both si-es confilent of ebtaining a majority of 
seats in the National Nouse of Renresentatives, Although there are no 
statistics ovailable on which to base an accurnte forecast of the June : 
elections, a Liberal Party plebiscite held through the country on 24 April 
indisated that the leftist Liberal rroups had obtained control of the larger 
cities, but at that time no returns had heen received from the smaller towns. 
Hovever, in early May 1b was reported that the two parties were equally 
balanced, and for that reason have intensified their activities in order to 
gain the few doubtful posts that world rive ther the majority and control of 
the ‘Lover house. 

2, Tho Conservative Party is apnarently fairly unified in snite of the 
apposition of some of its nevbers to President 'ariano Ospina Peres!’ policy 
of a "national union" govarnzent. The Departmental Committee of Cundinararca 
is in complete disagreenent with this policy and in March called upon the 
Conservative ministers te region from the Cabinet in opposition to the progran 
beinr followed by tha “ational Conservative Directorate, Later both the 
Conservative and Liberal nombers of the Cabinet resigned. This erisis was 
eaused by the desire of GOnSELy eave rroups to momove Dario Echandia, Liberal 
Minister of  Govermneat,: from his post as weil aa Eduardo dwleta Angel, 
Conservative Minister of Paiaten Affoirs, who has supported Echandia, President 
Qsnina Perez promptly refilled his Cabinet and, although the Conservatives 
nave a majority, his actions vere sees by the Liberal press as an endeavor 
to neintain "union nacional". 


3, The Departmental Comittee of Cundinamarca for some tine Ssnsed the nilitary 
plans formulated by Golonel Manuel Agudelo for use by the Conservative Party 
in case of an emergency. However , in March they made prelininary contacts with 
Apadelo stating they are anxious to put his vlan of operation into effect. 
Agudelo hes been reluctant to cooperate with the Departmental Committee 
inasruch as his military plans are being considered by the National Directorate. 


4. In an effort to unify their party, the Liberal Directorate issued an appeal 
in larch to all dissident grouns, particularly the "comando® groups which had 
been founded by Jorge CONFIDENT which later refused to accede te the 
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yrectereate when Uribe Baranez was saved a co-director on the Retional 
Avectorate. This eppeal wee divreeted mainly towarde Carlos H. Pareja, wae at 

ah bie Wee conducting poisaties.. rallies throughout tha souztry. Although 
ja hed net boon able to obtein tha backing of the Galtanist masses, he was 
(le Go encourage tho animosity of the leftist Liberal groupe apainst the 
betious) Liberal Directorate. Fareja’s anewar to the appeal fa net Khown, 
saul the future of the Party is etill vary mush in doubt. 
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fhe traffie in arms has inoreased considerably, and rifles bearing Colombian 
isowy indicaters,and machine guns are readily available. (Qa two oconsione mili~ 
tary warehouses have been raided and arme,. susmmition, and graat quantities 
rod ie removed. Thare is no indication, however, that these robberies 
jassigeted by either politioal party for the purpose of cotaining stores 
2 te be uaed ageinsat the authorities. All investigations reveal that 
sare Gaing stolen Por reraie to private individuals. Reprosentetives 
; both parbies sre endeavorin: ta murchass any arms avaliable and forward 
ae te the mere militant sectors of the country. 


aks 
ca 


Mie dirsotoretes of both the Conservative and Liberal Parties have 

: gonstantly in an andeavor to fermulate plens te suppress the 

oad. Te olente rampant in Jolembia, their efforts have aot been successful - 

cee to centrol such violence a law wae promulgated which uationalised 

saucal. and mmicipas polices forese uncer the authority of the Minister 

Both directoreces as well ae the presa have requested that 

iho Tre gd ident sake more suringent peasures to curd this violence, but Oapina 

Sara ia ademant in hia veabief that the violence is the result of the activities 

er aie pad ideal parties, and that it is incumbent upon the directorates to 
scyel their conetitvents. The goverment has placed 54 military mayoss in 

ete where closer sonmbroel is needed and has called up a slasa of 

yeserves who have been gemt te the troubled areas. The Department of Cundim- 

maraa will be plaeed under military contrel during the elections. 
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